
MARLA BURKHOLDER  
938 S Saint Bernard Street, Philadelphia, PA 19143  

(267) 240-0596 ⬝ marlaburkholder@gmail.com  
 

EDUCATION  
MFA, Acting ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              May 2003  

   Temple University -- Philadelphia, PA  
 
BA, English/Theater, summa cum laude ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              April 1999  
Eastern Mennonite University -- Harrisonburg, VA  

 
 

TEACHING & COACHING  
ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSOR​ ​             part-time ​​ ​                       January 2006 - present 
Department of Theater, Temple University  

● ​ Courses for theater majors: Speech for the Actor, Voice for the Actor, Dialects for the Actor, Basic Creativity, 
World Performances  

●​ General education courses: Dramatic Imagination, Creative Spirit, Art of Acting  
●​ Vocal/dialect coach for undergraduate and graduate mainstage productions  

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR ​​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​    September 2017 - December2024 
Department of Theatre & Dance, Rider University  

● ​ Courses for theatre/musical theatre majors: Linklater-based voice and speech course Voice for the 
Actor; Speech and Dialects 

 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR ​ ​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​ ​  January 2022 - May 2022  
Brind School of Theater Arts, University of the Arts  

● ​ Course for BFA theater majors: Voice & Speech for Actors  

VISITING INSTRUCTOR ​​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​              June 2015 - September 2017 
Department of Neuropsychiatry, University of Pennsylvania  

●​ Lead instructor for theater-based therapeutic research study conducted through the National Institute of    
Mental Health.  

●​ Developed lesson plans and taught weekly acting classes for young adults in a clinical research setting. 
Co-author on resulting published research.  

VISITING INSTRUCTOR ​ ​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​              September - November 2016 
Theater Department, Swarthmore College  

●​ Co-taught Shakespeare production workshop class on Original Pronunciation.  
●​ Coached Shakespeare Original Pronunciation dialect for As You Like It. 
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ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR ​ ​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​ ​    January 2008 - May 2012  
Department of Theatre & Dance, Muhlenberg College  

●​ Developed and taught a Fitzmaurice-based voice and speech course for theater majors.  
●​ Dialect and vocal coach for six mainstage undergraduate productions.  

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR ​ ​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​ ​   January 2009 - May 2012 
English Department, Community College of Philadelphia  

●​ Courses for acting concentration: Acting I and II  
●​ General education course: Interpersonal Communication Skills  

DIALECT COACH ​ ​ ​ ​ part-time ​ ​ ​                     2006 - present 
Freelance  

●​ Dialects/Accents: Irish, Yorkshire, RP, Cockney, Afrikaans, Zulu, Albanian, Egyptian, Chicano, American 
Southern, Iranian, West Virginia, Oklahoma, Czech, Dutch, German, Spanish, Scottish, Romanian, French, Texas, 
Minnesota, New York, Welsh, Russian, Italian, Original Pronunciation Shakespeare.  

●​ Productions for: Arden Theatre Company, Lantern Theater Company, Wilma Theatre, Theatre Horizon, 
Theatre Exile, Inis Nua Theatre Company, Simpatico Theatre Company, Delaware Theatre Company, People’s 
Light, 1812 Productions, The Berzerker Residents, Quintessence Theatre Group and others.  
 

  
LEADERSHIP  
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​                        August 2020 - present  
Journey Arts  

●​ Artistic leadership and curation for a multidisciplinary performing arts organization cultivating performances that 
engage with social justice issues and amplify diverse cultural perspectives.  

●​ Program design and implementation of a 3-show season of music, dance, theater and mixed-genre performance. 
●​ Last season included a world-premiere show by Broadway choreographer Raja Feather Kelly and former 

Philadelphia poet laureate Yolanda Wisher; currently producing a world premiere immersive performance 
featuring film and music by Haitian American artists Talie and Lunise Cerin. 

EDUCATION DIRECTOR ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​                      August 2012 - July 2020 
1812 Productions  

●​ Promoted from teaching artist to director of award-winning education program. 
●​ Oversaw staffing, training and budget planning for a team of six teaching artists. 
●​ Led programming and lesson plan creation for theater outreach classes with Philadelphia public school 

students in an ESL program, regional high school, and the city’s school for students with physical, medical 
and developmental disabilities.  

 

 
 

https://www.journeyarts.org/
https://www.1812productions.org/
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FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR ​ ​ ​                             ​ ​               August 2005 -  August 2015 
Shakespeare in Clark Park  

●​ Oversaw growth of the company from founding to annual summer production drawing audiences of over 5,000.  
●​ Developed a company aesthetic that reduces barriers to access and integrates the vibrant Philadelphia 

experimental performance community into classically-based work.  
●​ Awarded numerous grants including the Knight Arts Challenge grant to support an interactive production of Henry 

IV in 2014.  
 

PERFORMANCE  

20 years of professional performance experience including theater, on-camera and voiceover. Credits available on 
website: marlaburkholder.com  

SELECT GRANTS & PUBLICATIONS  
Awardee Arts Project Grant with Journey Arts National Endowment for 

the Arts 
2023 
2022 
2021 

Co-Author  "Theater Improvisation Training  
to Promote Social Cognition (TIPS):  
A Novel Recovery-Oriented Intervention  
for Youths at Clinical Risk for Psychosis"  

Early Intervention in 
Psychiatry 

2019 

Awardee  Knight Arts Challenge Philadelphia with Shakespeare 
in Clark Park 

John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation 

2014 

Awardee  Leadership U Finalist Grant  Mellon Foundation 2014 
 

 
CERTIFICATIONS 

Mindfulness-Based Stress Management  University of Pennsylvania 2021 

ESL Instruction, 15-hour Certificate  University of Pennsylvania  2018 

Fitzmaurice Voicework, Associate Instructor  Fitzmaurice Institute  2010 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  
Voice and Speech Trainers Association (VASTA) -- Member  Actors Equity Association -- Member  
Shakespeare in Clark Park -- Board of Directors  Team Sunshine Performance  -- Board of Directors  
 

http://www.shakespeareinclarkpark.org/
http://marlaburkholder.com

